Muižnieks who suggested in a Memorandum to Nick Gibb MP, that continued non-compliance would have far-reaching deleterious consequences; it would send a strong signal to other member states, some of which would probably follow the UK's lead and also claim that compliance with certain judgments is not possible, necessary or expedient. That would probably be the beginning of the end of the ECHR system, which is at the core of the Council of Europe. 15 Their fears of "contagion" seemed to be confirmed by the new Russian law. In their view it did not "simply concern the relationship between the Strasbourg Court and the domestic courts (reflecting, for example, the long-standing debate in the UK about the implications of 13 http://www.ejiltalk.org/russia-defies-strasbourg-is-contagion-spreading/ (accessed on 29 December 2015) 14 http://ukhumanrightsblog.com/2013/11/21/hostility-to-the-european-court-and-the-risks-of-contagion-philipleach-and-alice-donald/ (accessed on 29 December 2015) 15 Nils Muižnieks "Observations for the Joint Committee on the Draft Voting Eligibility (Prisoners) Bill" 10 October 2013 at https://wcd.coe.int/com.instranet.InstraServlet?command=com.instranet.CmdBlobGet&InstranetImage=293380 0&SecMode=1&DocId=2062696&Usage=2 (accessed on 29 January 2017)
To appreciate the strengths and weaknesses of the concept of the educational role of the court requires a consideration of the processes by which people learn to think and act in ways considered desirable by the society in which they live. Psychologists have studied this in terms of the socialisation of children. 27 Indeed, the concept of legal socialization had its roots in research into educational and developmental psychology. How has this concept migrated to international law?
The answer is to be found in the pronounced turn of international relations theory in the last two decades towards "social constructivism". 28 Thomas Risse and Kathryn Sikkink first developed the concept of "socialisation" in this context in 1999 in the edited volume The Power of Human Rights: International Norms and Domestic Change. 29 In their Chapter 1, "The socialization of international human rights norms into domestic practices: introduction", they introduced "socialization" as the "process by which international norms are internalized and implemented domestically…" 30 . They developed a "five-phase ''spiral model'' of norms socialization which specifies the causal mechanisms and the prevailing logic of action prevailing in each phase of the socialisation process. 31 They were explicit as to the character of social constructivism.
While materialist theories emphasize economic or military conditions or interests as determining the impact of ideas in international and domestic politics, social constructivists emphasize that ideas and communicative processes define in the first place which material factors are perceived as relevant and how they influence understandings of interests, preferences, and political decisions." 32 This is how the developmental psychology concept of "socialisation" finds its way into the study of human rights: states are treated as if they were people, and the interaction of states and international instruments and mechanisms is explained wholly in the realm of ideas.
Social constructivism is "idealist". By contrast, my approach can be described as 27 Berman (1972) In all of these cases, the ability of human rights networks to achieve major changes through normative pressures is highly limited by the presence of intense domestic conflicts.
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In 2010 Brian Greenhill introduced the idea of a "socialization effect". 45 An alternative and perhaps more subtle way in which IGOs (Inter-Governmental Organisations) might influence states' human rights performance is through a socialization effect. Unlike the mechanism described above, socialization effects refer to behavioral changes that presumably come about through changes in the actors'
interests… Socialization effects are of particular interest to constructivist theories of IR because they specify a mechanism through which states' interests can change as a result of interaction with others... This makes intuitive sense; IGOs provide venues in which policymakers from different countries regularly come together to discuss common problems. In 2015 Lindsay Parrott looked in detail at the pilot judgment procedure in relation to Russia, employing, as I noted above, the constructivist "spiral model" of socialization. 61 As she summarised her argument:
This paper argues that although many are unconvinced of the CoE's ability to precipitate change within the Russian penal system, due to a lack of financial incentives and Russian skepticism of the West, the creation of an intensified discussion of shortcomings within the pre-trial detention system as a result of the current measures taken by the ECHR and the CoE should be seen as a success.
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She concluded:
Deciding how best to approach systemic issues in member states has not been easy, as there are a limited number of mechanisms available to the CoE and ECHR, and each state has its own political agenda to keep in mind. To undertake systemic changes to Russia's penal system to curb pre-trial violations, the ECHR and the CoE determined that the pilot judgment procedure would produce more worthwhile and durable results, since Russia had already started making legislative changes by its own initiative. The pilot judgment procedure allowed the Russian government to remain in control of the decision-making process, as it developed its own action plan and time frame in which to make changes. Russia acted as an equal partner, but the ECHR and the CoE have been able to use financial penalties as a means to keep the pressure on in ensuring that Russia meets it obligations.
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The interventions by these two scholars do not at all mirror the apocalyptic remarks made by the commentators to whom I referred in the first section of this chapter. However, recent developments may turn out to show that those comments were in fact rather prophetic. 
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In their 2011 article, Issaeva, Sergeeva and Suchkova concluded:
In our view, if used wisely, the Convention mechanisms will enable Russia to do the "impossible": to bring its legal system to the level of international standards, a feat which it has not yet been able to accomplish. However, this aim will always need to be balanced against the anxiety shown by the Russian authorities regarding the possible misuse of these powerful instruments to exert excessive political pressure.
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The Markin case was referred at Russia's request to the Grand Chamber of the ECtHR, and Firstly, the CCRF noted that both the prosecution of the company for tax evasion and subsequent enforcement proceedings were based on legal provisions that it earlier had found in compliance with the Constitution. Secondly, the CCRF relied on the historical context of the 1990s, the "economic uncertainty", and the fact that the Russian state was seeking to take special measures to defeat the tax avoidance strategies of Yukos and to pay for social welfare. "If the law dies, then the world will be on the edge of the abyss", he wrote. In many ways thanks to the court led by him we already find ourselves there. The inability to
give an evaluation proceeding from belief in the spirit of law (pravo), the spirit of civilisation built on that law -that is barbarism. But barbarism can be healed. Not in a moment, but it can be healed. Actually quite simply. Through education and culture.
Zorkin replied, explosively, with a 5,000 word riposte in the official Rossiiskaya Gazeta on know better, and recalled that on the many occasions she had appeared before him at the Constitutional Court he had always treated her with courtesy and respect. 
